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1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received; . 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 07 
February 2006 has been entered. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
does not teach or fairly suggest a focusing device or method which divides an image 
into a plurality of areas, groups the divided areas into object areas using a generated 
focus map, determines a main object area, focuses on the main object area and 
changes the main object area determined by the main object area to another one of the 
object areas grouped by a grouping unit and focuses on the new main object area using 
information of the focus map. 

The prior art teaches focusing systems which allow a user to select a focus area. 
For example, Yoshino (US 5,682,5559) teaches changing an object area by cycling 
through predetermined object areas (Figure 6). Suh (US 6,977,687) and Ueno (US 
5,625,415) both teach focus systems which allow a user to arbitrarily select a portion of 
the image which is to be in focus. However, these references do not make use of a 
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previously obtained object area data in changing the object area which is to be focused 
on as claimed. 

Anderson (US 5,745,175) teaches an automatic focus control system which 
generates a focus map for a scene (Figure 4). This focus data is then used to obtain a 
"best approach to focus" which is used to capture a final image (Figure 5; c. 8, 11. 41-67). 
However, the system of Anderson does not disclose changing a main object area as 
claimed. Onada (US 5,890.021), Onada (US 5,913,082), Kawabata (US 6,370,262) and 
Hasegawa (US 5,900,927) teach systems similar to Anderson. 

Bell (US 5,103,254) and Anderson (US 5,496,106) both teach systems which 
determine in focus areas and out of focus areas and emphasize the in focus areas on a 
display to assist the user in obtaining a properly focused image (Bell, Figure 13; 
Anderson, Figures 8A-8D). While these systems determine focus information for the 
entire scene and designate areas as in-focus (i.e. a main object area) or out-of-focus 
(i.e. not a main object area), there is no disclosure of selecting new main object areas 
based on grouped object areas or focusing on a new main object area based on 
previously obtained focus data (i.e. the claimed focus map). 

Omara (US 6,067, 11 4) teaches a system for detecting compositional changes in 
a scene. The system of Omara obtains a focus map for a scene and selects a main 
object area (Figures 4 and 5). After a main object area is selected, the scene is 
monitored for changes above a threshold level (Figure 8) and if found, a new main 
object area is obtained and focused on (Figure 3). While similar to the claimed system, 
Omara obtains a new focus map and obtains new object areas from the scene after a 
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composition change has been detected (Figure 3, Step S6) rather than the previously 
obtained focus map and object area data as claimed. Kaneda (US 5,629,735) teaches 
a similar system to Omara. 

While the prior art teaches multiple focus systems, some of which create focus 
maps and select main object areas as discussed above, the claimed invention is not 
considered to be taught by the prior art alone or in combination. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



TJH 

4/15/2006 




